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The portfolio of War was held by General Riidiger, an
old soldier who had had an insignificant career in the
administrative branches of the Army, and whose short
term in the Ministry left no trace;  at the head of the
Marine was that same Admiral Birileff who afExed his
signature to the treaty of Bjorkoe without having read
it, and whose almost total deafness made it impossible
for him to take part in the debates of the Council of
Ministers and the Douma.    Other posts, no less impor-
tant, were held by such pronounced reactionaries as M.
Stichiasky, Minister of Agriculture, and M. Scheglovitoff,
Minister of Justice, who became later the leader of the
extreme right in the Council of the Empire;  the func-
tions of Attorney-General of the Holy Synod (Ministre
des Cultes), so greatly dreaded in the time of the famous
Pobiedonostzeff, were filled by Prince Schirinsky-Schich-
matoff, a narrow devotee and a fanatical partisan of the
autocratic regime, who was convinced that the granting
of the Constitution was little short of sacrilege.    Finally,
to cap the climax, we were humiliated by the presence
among  us  of  M.   Schwanebach,   Comptroller  of  the
Empire (or President of the Court of Accounts, ranking
as a Minister in Russia), an insupportable babbler, belong-
ing to that class of functionaries of German origin, often
very laborious, but who succeeded in rising from a very
tumble milieu to the higher grades of the Russian hierarchy
by dint of intrigue and vile procedure-   M. Schwanebach
made a speciality of violent criticisms directed against
the financial administration of Count Witte, and procured
their circulation about the Court by surreptitious means,
hoping thus to attract the attention of the Emperor*
In this way he had acquired the reputation, entirely
unmerited, of being an able financier, and succeeded in
getting appointed to an office for which he was quite